Mrs. Lightsey’s
Geography 2010-2011

Syllabus
Contact: 256-234-8660
klightsey@alex.k12.al.us

Class Description:


This course will cover basic geography standards while challenging your critical thinking skills as you learn about the people, culture, economy, government, and physical aspects of the regions of our world.  You will also learn to read and interpret maps, charts, graphs, and tables for important social and economic information as it pertains to the regions studied. 

Goals for this course:


A. Demonstrate competency in applying six essential elements of geography:
1.      The World in Spatial Terms (ability to use maps)
2.      Places and Regions (physical and cultural characteristics)
3.      Physical Systems (physical processes that shape Earth)
4.      Human Systems (human populations and characteristics)
5.      Environment and Society (how humans affect the physical environment)
6.      The Uses of Geography (applying geography to interpret past/present/future behavior)

B. Apply knowledge about current global issues through the writing process and public speaking.

Materials:


One three ring binder


A set of dividers


College rule paper


Pen 


Pencil 


Ruler

These supplies will be brought everyday to class along with the assigned textbook. A material check will be made everyday and the outcome will either positively or negatively affect the student’s daily “professionalism” grade.

Classroom Rules:

1. Be Prompt 

2. Be Prepared
3. Be Professional (always address myself and others with respect, have assignments turned in on time).
4. Be Purposeful (Do everything with a positive purpose, always do your best work, stay on task in class etc.)
Grading Procedures:

There will be two main categories that student grades will be placed in these are daily grades and test grades. Any homework or small class assignment grade will be placed in the daily grade category. Chapter tests, notebook evaluations or any project grade will be placed in the test grade category. Students will also be given benchmark or 9 week exams twice during the semester. The grading percentage breakdown for the course is as follows:

Daily Grades- 56%


Test Grades- 24%


Benchmark tests- 20%

Class Projects and Experiences:


Class projects are a fun and structured way for students to have hands on experience with classroom material. There will be several opportunities for students to participate in class projects this year. Normally projects will be assigned as group work in class this should avoid any large work load being brought home; however, there will be one individual project done by each student during the semester. Materials for in class projects will be provided in most cases. If any student has a problem attaining the needed materials for an in class or individual project they should privately discuss this matter with me.
Tests:

 
Tests will be given after specific chapters of the text have been completed. A test will not be given on every chapter those that will be evaluated by testing will be noted on the students pacing chart. Tests will include a multiple choice, vocabulary matching and short answer section. When a test is given on a specific chapter a notebook check will also be performed the same day. The students notebook will be his/her ticket into that days test; it will be handed in as the student enters class. This notebook evaluation will be counted as a test score as well as the test itself. Please see the section named assignment notebook for more information about the notebook grade.
Assignment Notebook:


Organization is a key to being a successful student!  You need to bring your assignment notebook with you to EVERY class. The notebook will be separated into three sections Notes, Homework, and Journal. Everyday there will be a short portion of class devoted to lecture some days more than others. Students will be provided a fill in the blank notes guide to help them follow along and stay focused during the lecture while simultaneously providing them the needed information to study for my exams. This is the section that will be evaluated in the notebook check previously mentioned; as long as the notes are in order and complete (which means all blanks are filled out and correct) the notebook will receive the total 100 point score available. 

Class Assignments:


Small class assignments will be given on most days to help me gage student progress with content as well as provide them with as many opportunities as possible to have good grades go towards their final class score. As with anything due in my class all class assignments will be expected on the specified due date at the specified time.  
Tardies and Leaving Class:


Each student will start out each nine weeks with one free tardy and three free passes to use as they see fit. I will not start counting tardies until the third week of school to give students time to get used to the location of their classrooms as well as locker issues. After the one free tardy is used every tardy after that will be documented as recommended by the school and the consequences will be those in the schools handbook. The three free passes given to each student may be used for bathroom passes, locker trips, trips to the library etc. After the third pass is used students may choose to give up a day of break to get additional passes. Students who need more bathroom passes than they are given should bring a doctors note for the school to keep on file and accommodations will be made. 
Note to Parents:


I am looking forward to a wonderful year with each one of my new students! I want you to know that I take my responsibility as your child’s teacher very seriously and I want to welcome any feedback you would like to provide as we progress through this semester together. I feel that it is my job to help create passionate and knowledgeable citizens that will eventually be able to participate in our democratic nation and our ever expanding world. My contact information is on the front of this syllabus so please feel free to contact me with any concerns.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Lightsey

Please sign below acknowledging that you have read the syllabus and understand the information that has been provided.

_______________________________________________________Parent Signature
_______________________________________________ Student Signature
 






