Understanding Culture

Ch. 3

Day One

I. What is culture?

· Exploring Our World Pg. 80

· Culture is the way of life of people who share similar beliefs and customs. 
II. How is it we know our culture?

· Culture is transmitted within a society to succeeding generations by imitation, instruction, and example. 

· In short culture is learned, not biological!!
III. How is Culture studied?

· Social scientists look at eight elements called traits. 

· They study what groups a society is divided into, what languages they speak, what religions they follow, peoples daily routines, their history, their government and the economic situations. 
IV. Social Groups

One way of studying cultures is by looking at the different groups of people in a society.
· For instance, scientists compare the number of rich, poor and middle class people.

· They look at how the old and young are treated.

· In addition they study the differing roles of men and women.
· An Ethnic Group is a group of people who share a common history, language, religion and some physical characteristics.

· Majority vs Minority

· The largest ethnic groups in the United States are African Americans and Hispanic Americans. 
V. Language

Sharing a language is one of the strongest unifying forces for a culture. 

Even within a culture, though there are language differences.

· Some people may speak a dialect or a local form of a language that differs from the same language in other areas

· Ex: Soda, Coke, Pop
VI. Religions

In many cultures religion helps people answer basic questions about lifes meaning.

Struggles over religious differences are a challenge in many countries.
Some of the Major World Religions are:

i. Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism
VII. Daily Life

Do you eat pizza, tacos, yogurt and eggrolls? 

a. All of these foods came from different cultures. What people eat and how they eat it reflect their culture. 
VIII. History
· History shapes how we view the world. People remember the success of the past as well as the failure. 

· We look back at our heroes to see what is honorable and look back at historical “villains” to see what is not.
IX. Arts

· People express their culture through the arts. Art is not just paintings and sculptures, but also architecture, dance, music, theater and literature.

By looking at the art of cultures you can see what the people of that culture thinks is beautiful.
X. Government 

· People need rules in order to live together without conflict. 

· Rules or laws are created by governments. 

Countries may have limited governments or unlimited governments
Limited Governments

· In a limited government all citizens- including the country’s leaders- must obey the laws of the land as written in the constitution or statement of rights.

· A Democracy is a type of limited government where power rests with the people of a nation. 

· The United States has a representative democracy.
Unlimited Government

· 
In an unlimited governments rulers have powers that are not limited by laws.

· One type of limited government is a dictatorship where a leader usually take power by force. 

· Dictators are not responsible to the people and they limit freedom of speech, assembly and press.

· In a monarchy kings or queens are born into power.

· Now in most countries absolute monarchy has given away to a constitutional monarchy.
